
  

 

 

WE GATHER TOGETHER  

Our worship is a window to eternity  

and a glimpse of what God calls us to be. 

The building is both the house of God on earth,  

the place of encounter with God –  

our liturgy being a window to eternity  

and a glimpse of what it calls us to be. 

“Sunday Mass is the greatest miracle in the world: the celebration  

  of the Eucharist and God speaks through the Scripture:”                                                               

          (Fr. Paul Turner) 
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Narthex –  

The place of welcome!  Space that 

has also been consecrated as the 

church proper by our Bishop, and 

most important – the special place 

where parents, godparents and 

infants are greeted for celebration 

of Baptism, a place for catechu-

mens to participate in the Rite of 

Becoming A Catechumen – a place 

where we greet for the last time 

those whose mortal remains are 

received into the church for the 

Funeral Rite. 

And last but not least it is our 

gathering space – a place where 

we leave the outside environment 

and enter this Holy Place greeting 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Book of Life -  
is a memorial and 

record of the mem-

ber of the parish who 

has returned to the 

Lord. Someone who 

will be remembered 

in our prayers and 

with special inten-

tions during the 

month of November.  

Book of Prayer Intentions 

"Our parish prayer intention book in the Narthex gives all of 

us the opportunity to petition our Lord for personal 

needs.  Each celebration of the Mass there is an intention 

prayed for all the requests in our parish prayer book."  
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Vesting Sacristy – 

 This space is important to our cler-

gy and our altar servers  to vest  for 

the liturgy and spiritually prepare  

themselves for the liturgy. 

Ministry Room -  This room was created 
during our renovation so that all those serv-
ing at Mass can sign-in and  receive  any per-
tinent information they might need from the 
Liturgy Director.  

Vestments worn by the priest is called a chasuble and the 

deacon’s vestment is called a dalmatic  .   The color of the out-

er vestments indicates  the liturgical season.  Under these gar-

ments both priests and deacons wear an alb.  Albs are white 

and also worn  by altar servers.  The albs are tied at the waist 

by a rope , which acts as belt , it is called a cincture. 

Alb 

cincture 
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Icon - 

St Luke the Evangelist Icon was discovered by our Pas-

tor by a local artist.  This image of St. Luke is familiar to 

most of us.  This art form was most popular in the East-

ern church in the early centuries.  Most images were of 

the apostles, of Mary, Jesus, and other saints of the 

church.  It is an interesting art form and is being used in 

our churches in this country  more and more. 

Nave  (Assembly Area) – 

 “One Body in Christ”. 

 This area is not like audience” space.    We are all 

involved in the    liturgy, all of us participate.  This 

space gives us the opportunity to be a strong sign to 

those who are celebrating Baptism, RCIA Rites, 

Sprinkling Rites, and all sacraments, i.e. weddings, 

funerals, etc.  We are truly “One Body in Christ” and 

we pray together as one in the liturgy. 
 

Sanctuary – 

The Sanctuary is the space where 

the altar and ambo stand and 

where the priest, deacons, and 

other ministers exercise  their 

offices.  It is elevated but not so 

much that it distances itself from 

the assembly.   
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Ambo –  

The place of the Ambo is in harmony with 

the altar.  This is the place where we en-

counter the living Christ in his Word.  The 

Ambo IS NOT a lectern.  It should not be 

used for announcements or other uses.  It 

is a place, as the altar, where the living 

God is present. 

Baptismal Font –  

Baptism requires a prominent place for celebration.  

The  reception of the Eucharist, the baptismal font 

and its location reflect our journey through the wa-

ters of baptism to the altar.  Baptism is a sacrament 

of the whole church and specifically the local church 

to participate and see and to celebrate. 

 Altar –  

The altar is the “center of thanksgiving that 

the Eucharist ac accomplishes” It is the table of 

the Lord and the people of God are called 

together to share in it.  It is the center of the 

thanksgiving that the Eucharist accomplish-

es.  (GIRM296) 

                                                 Candles - 

Candles are signs of reverence and festivity and are to be used at 

every liturgical service.  The living flame of the candle is symbolic of 

the risen Christ and reminds us (or should) that we are brought out 

of darkness into God’s marvelous light. (USCCB) 
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Paschal Candle 

is the symbol of “the light of Christ rising in glory”.  The Light 

of Christ which is lighted for the first time at the Easter Vigil 

fire and is placed near the ambo throughout  

the Easter season.  After that, it is placed 

near the baptismal font for baptisms and  is also used 

at funerals as our sign of Passover from death to life. 

 

Celebrant and Deacons Chairs – The celebrant’s chair 

stands as a symbol of his office of presiding over the 

assembly and of directing prayer.  The chair (s) for the 

deacon should be close to the celebrant’s chair.   The 

celebrant (presider) chair is not to be used by  any    

other leader, i.e.  – presiding at a Liturgy of the Word 

Service. 

Book  of the Gospel and Throne 

The deacon or priest carries the Book of the Gospels in the 

procession and places it on the altar.    After the deacon or 

priest completes the proclamation the of Gospel he places 

on the throne until the end of Mass.   At the end of mass the 

deacon or priest will take the book and carry it out at the  

recessional.  This is a reminder to we are to carry the word of 

God out into the world when we leave the church. 



8 

 

Cantor Stand  - 

The stand used by the cantor for leading the 

Song  of the Mass and making announcements. 

Processional Cross  -  
 This cross is carried by the server  

during the entrance procession and 

the recessional.   It is accompanied 

by two candles.  It may also be car-

ried for other processions.  During 

the Mass it  placed in a stand on the 

altar. 
  

The Annunciation -  

our Bas Relief, was created by artist Candice 

Knapp.  It was an inspiration that she had on a 

retreat.  This scripture passage is only in the Gos-

pel of St. Luke and is most appropriate for our 

patron saint and for those of us entrusted to fol-

low the path of Christ as did St. Luke. 
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Bride’s Room –  

As you can see, our brides do not have a very elabo-

rate dressing room.  There just wasn’t enough space, 

but this has served us well.  The brides can dress at 

church and its private enough that she won’t be seen 

until the Sacrament begins.  This room is not one that 

the rubrics on Church law require but it is a communi-

ty need and most churches have bride rooms. 

Reconciliation Rooms (Confessionals) –  

As you probably already know, we have two 

reconciliation rooms.  This gift of confession is 

our path to contrition, our sorrow for our sin.  

It is where we reconcile with God and our 

community. 

Ambry –  

This cabinet is used for the sacred oils consecrated by 

the Bishop.  The chrism for initiation, ordination and 

dedication of churches as well as blessed oils of the 

sick, and the catechumens. 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe  Patron Saint of the Americas 
Feast December 12 

According to tradition, Juan Diego, a  peasant, saw a vision of 

a young woman in 1531. While he was on the hill in the     

desert of Tepeyac near Mexico City, the lady told him to build 

a church exactly on the spot where they were standing. He 

told the local bishop, who asked for some proof. He went 

back and saw the vision again. He told the lady that the    

bishop wanted proof, and she said "Bring the roses behind 

you." When he looked behind, he saw a bunch of roses   

growing. He cut the roses, placed them in his poncho and  

returned to the bishop. When he arrived to the bishop, he 

said he had brought proof. When he opened his poncho,   

instead of roses there was a picture of the young lady in the 

vision.  

Work Sacristy -   

This space is placed between the        

sanctuary and chapel as it is used for the 

needs of Mass in both the Sanctuary and 

daily Mass in the chapel.  It also serves to 

purify vessels.  Some supplies and some 

vestments are also in this sacristy. 

Sacraium –  
Years ago the excess Blood of Christ from Mass, was disposed 

of in the sacraium as it allowed the precious blood to go  

directly into God’s earth and not through the plumbing        

system.  It is  rarely used now as we have enough Ministers-at-

Mass to receive the Blood of Christ that was not consumed by 

the assembly. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Diego
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peasant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tepeyac
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
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Thurible -  
A metal vessel suspended from chains, in which 

incense is burned over charcoal during worship 

services. 

Incense Boat- 
 A small vessel which holds the incense that is          

transferred to the thurible with a spoon.   

Flagon  - 

The pitcher of wine that brought forward at the       

presentation of the gifts,  which after it is consecrated it is 

the Blood of Christ. 

Aspergillum  
Also called the holy water sprinkler, it is used by the priest and 

deacon to sprinkle the faithful or articles to be blessed with holy 

water.  It is often kept with a small bucket that holds holy water.  

An aspergillum can also be a bundle of branches. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worship
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Chalice -  

The sacred cup used to hold the   

Precious Blood at Mass. 

† 

Purificator-   

A rectangular cloth that is used to wipe the 

lip of the chalice after reception of the      

Precious Blood and to dry the chalice after it 

is washed at the end of Mass. 

Ciborium -  

A metal container with a lid used to store consecrated 

hosts in the tabernacle. Ciborium is  also the name of the 

bowl  from which the consecrated host are distributed.  

Credence Table -   

This table to hold articles used during Mass, such 

as the chalice, purificators, and  ciboriums. 
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Chapel 

The chapel is the space used as a place of worship, 

though smaller than the church, it is set apart for 

special services, i.e. daily Mass, Adoration, Liturgy 

of the Hours, Novenas, Rosary, etc. It is a wonder-

ful place for private prayer for those who wish to 

pray and meditate. 

Cruet  -  

 A pitcher of bottle of water the 

priest uses to add water to the 

 

 
 
 

†  

Corporal-  

A square cloth that is carefully unfolded and laid upon the altar 

table.  All vessels that actually contain the consecrated Body or 

Blood of Christ must be placed on the corporal. 

Roman Missal 

The red book that has the prayers and directions the 

priest needs for Mass.  It is kept in the pew near the altar 

servers or on the Altar. 
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Tabernacle –  

the reservation of the Eucharist is placed 

in the tabernacle 

 in our chapel where we have Adoration 

and Benediction, and where parishioners 

come to give thanks and praise for 

Christ’s continuing presence in their life.  

The tabernacle denotes Christ’s presence, 

which we acknowledge with a continu-

ously burning light above it. 

 

Monstrance - 
is a vessel used for the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  for adoration. 

Adoring Angels– The images of the two angels turned     

toward the tabernacle  in prayer, indicate a connection      

between the tabernacle in church and the Old Testament  

accounts of the Art of the Covenant.  The ark contained the 

presence of God  represented by three important               

manifestations:  the stone tables on which the ten             

commandments were written, the rod of Aaron, and some 

manna from the dessert.  The ark was a portable box that the 

Israelites carried from place to place so that the presence of 

God would remain in their midst.   

Jesus called himself the true manna that came down form 

heaven (Jn 6:58) alluding to the story of the Israelites on their 

wanderings, so Christ, our bread of life, sustains us on our 

pilgrimages to heaven.    

The adoring angels show that God’s plan form long ago is  

realized toady  they reminding believers that Jesus Christ in 

the presence of who takes up dwelling in our midst. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05584a.htm
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The Cross   

preserves the fundamental belief  of Christianity.   Jesus 

died on the cross and was raised from the dead. (A sign of 

victory)  The Risen Christ in our sanctuary was created by 

an Italian artist.  Vatican II, did much to help us  focus on 

the risen Lord and His victory over death. 
 

Crucifix  

comes from the 5th century  and it has continued           

prominently, to present times.  The crucifix is stationed 

near the altar as a reminder of  “the saving passion of the 

Lord”. 

Crucifix in chapel 

Stations of the Cross - 

 When praying the stations of the Cross, we 

walk in the footsteps of Jesus to Calvary.  Our 

Stations of the Cross  were crafted by our own 

parishioner, John Heckler.  His work is worthy, 

beautiful, and prayerfully crafted. (He also 

blessed us with his God given gifts with most 

of our liturgical furniture, the ambo, the      

ambry, chapel altar, tabernacle, processional 

cross etc.) 

Stations of the Light - 

These stations are the stories of the Resurrection 

of  Jesus Christ to Pentecost, 50 days after Easter.  

The 14 stations are on the wall in the court yard. 

The plaques were made by the same person, Mary 

Ellen Rouen who also made the statue of St. Luke 

that greets the people as the enter the front of the 

church.   
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Lord God, we  dedicate ourselves anew to the vows of 

our baptism, 

 

May this holy water remind us to live a life of prayer 

and worship of You. 

 

We recommit ourselves to being aware and helpful to 

the needs of those around me and to the needs of all 

the world. 

 

May we find holiness and salvation here, in this place 

and at this time, where You, my God have placed us.   

 

May the true presence of your Son, which we receive in 

the Eucharist, be the source of our strength to serve You 

and your people. 

 

Bless us now with Your love, as we strive to be a servant  

for Your kingdom- 

 

Bless us now with your love, and show us the way to 

live our  commitment in the name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.       

              

       Amen. 

 

 

(each persons signs themselves with the water from the font 

and fill  a holy water bottle for your family) 


